Neurofibromata, benign tumours originating in the endoneurium or neurilemma (the sheath of Schwann), can theoretically arise in all innervated tissues and organs but in the trachea they are of the greatest rarity (Link, 1964) .
The only case report of a neurofibroma of the trachea we have found was by Secretan and de Weck (1953) .
A similar tumour is described in this paper. These values could be explained by higher bronchial obstruction, for example, foreign body or tumour (Miller and Hyatt, 1973) .
RADIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS
The chest radiograph was normal. In the anteroposterior tracheal radiograph there was a rounded shadow, 1-8 cm diameter, located in the centre of the trachea over the intervertebral space between C7 and T, (Fig. 1) . The lateral view showed a bilobar swelling 5 cm below the vocal cords (Fig. 2) (Antoni type B) (Fig. 4) . There is tracheal epithelium directly over the tumour and there is some squamous-cell metaplasia (Fig. 4) . The tumour was completely removed under direct vision via the larynx. The stalk in the left lateral wall was cauterised. The patient's symptoms completely disappeared after the operation. He was frequently seen for follow-up and the trachea appeared to be soundly healed at repeated bronchoscopy.
Spirometry on 6 January 1977 showed normal PEF values but there was still some reduction in MEF25 and MEF75.
Discussion
A benign neurofibroma, behaving as an obstructing body, was found in this patient. The symptoms were mainly ascribed to his smoking habits. Shortness of breath after coughing appeared when the tracheal obstruction became severe.
Spirometry was quite compatible with upper airways obstruction. The persistently reduced MEF50 and MEF75 vital capacity rates after the operation can be explained by spasm of the smallest airways seen after excessive cigarette smoking (Stanescu, 1976) . The suspected diagnosis was confirmed by frozen section, which would be advisable in similar circumstances in order to confirm the nature of the tumour. A benign tumour can simply be resected; a malignant tumour requires more extensive surgical procedures.
